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Ano nga ba ang Baybayin?
ᜀᜈᜓ ᜅ ᜊ ᜀᜅ ᜊᜌ᜕ᜊᜌᜒᜈ᜕?



Baybayin is
● One of many precolonial Filipino writing systems

● An Abugida (aka Alphasyllabary - not an alphabet!)

7.1 Writing Systems Copyright © 2021 by Dinesh Ramoo



Originated from Brahmic scripts 
in South/Southeast Asia via trade.

Origins
Early writing culture shown in 
Laguna Copperplate 
Inscription (900 CE).

Image from Alchetron



Origins
● Documented by Spanish 

missionaries and even 
printed in the Doctrina 
Christiana in Baybayin.

● Later replaced by the Latin 
Alphabet during Spanish 
colonization.



Bukidnon Freedom Park, Malaybalay City University of the Philippines Diliman



Lagusnilad Underpass, Manila
Photo by Albert Balbutin Jr on filipeanut.art



Concept Designs by Lloyd Zapanta
@lloydiecat on Instagram, Gumroad



᜕᜕᜕᜕᜕᜕᜕᜕
Pilipino

᜕᜕᜕ ᜕᜕᜕᜕᜕᜕᜕᜕ ᜕᜕᜕
᜕᜕᜕᜕᜕᜕᜕᜕ ᜕ ᜕᜕᜕᜕ ᜕᜕᜕᜕

Ang katwiran ay nagpapadakila sa 
isang bayan.
Justice makes a nation great.



Why it’s worth learning!

● Reconnects us with Filipino roots and identity

● Encourages pride in precolonial literacy and culture

● Inspires creativity

● Helps preserve a living part of history

● Looks cool lol

📖



● Each titik = consonant + vowel pair

● 3 vowels, 14 consonants

● Base form of each character ends in “A”

● Writing direction: ➡Left to Right

○ ⬆Historically also wrien from 
boom to top on bamboo.

○ ⬇Nowadays top to boom is the 
more common vertical direction.

● Write how it sounds, not how it is spelled

How it works

᜕ = ka
᜕᜕ = ki/ke
᜕᜕ = ko/ku
᜕᜕ = k



Consonants

ᜊ - ba
ᜃ - ka
ᜇ - da
ᜄ - ga
ᜑ - ha
ᜎ - la
ᜋ - ma
ᜈ - na
ᜅ - nga
ᜉ - pa
ᜍ - ra
ᜐ - sa
ᜆ - ta
ᜏ - wa
ᜌ - ya

Symbols

ᜃᜒ - kudlit above = consonant + “i/e”

ᜃᜓ - kudlit below = consonant + “o/u”

ᜃ᜕ - pamudpod = vowel killer

Punctuation

᜵ - comma

᜶ - period

(I personally make direct use of the 
question and exclamation marks as well)

Vowels

ᜀ - a
ᜁ - e/i
ᜂ - o/u

Mga titik



● Lots of Baybayin exists wrien like this:

● Using the krus kudlit was the original way of cancelling 
the vowels for each titik.

● However, this kudlit becomes diicult to distinguish from 
the o/u kudlit on smartphones.

● To solve this, the use of the pamudpod  “᜕” is encouraged 
for beer distinction.

● Unfortunately, digital support for this symbol is still limited 
as of now.

Pamatay Patinig / Vowel Killer / Virama
ᜊᜌ᜔ᜊᜌᜒᜈ᜔

ᜊᜌ᜕ᜊᜌᜒᜈ᜕

First use of the krus-kudlit, 
introduced by Father Francisco 
Lopez in 1620.



ᜊᜆ
ba-ta

child

ᜎᜎᜃᜒ
la-la-ki

male

ᜊᜊᜁ
ba-ba-e

female

Examples: Simple



Examples: Numbers

1 - ᜁᜐ - isa
2 - ᜇᜎᜏ - dalawa
3 - ᜆᜆ᜕ᜎᜓ  - tatlo
4 - ᜀᜉᜆ᜕  - apat
5 - ᜎᜒᜋ - lima

6 - ᜀᜈᜒᜋ᜕  - anim
7 - ᜉᜒᜆᜓ - pito
8 - ᜏᜎᜓ - walo
9 - ᜐᜒᜌᜋ᜕  - siyam
10 - ᜐᜋ᜕ᜉᜓ  - sampo🧮

6⃣7⃣



ᜊᜌ᜕ᜊᜌᜒᜈ᜕
ba-y-ba-yi-n

ᜀᜅ᜕ ᜇᜒᜎᜒᜋ᜕
a-ng di-li-m

its dark!

ᜃᜋᜓᜐ᜕ᜆ
ka-mu-s-ta

how are you?

Examples: Pamudpod



ᜃᜀᜏᜌ᜕
vs

ᜃᜏᜌ᜕

Be careful!



ᜃᜀᜏᜌ᜕ = kaaway = enemy
vs

ᜃᜏᜌ᜕ = kaway= wave

Be careful!

⚔󰗝



Writing Non-Filipino

● Some sounds just didn’t exist pre-colonization

○ E.g. “j”, “-tch”, “sh-”, etc.

● These are wrien dierently in Filipino

○ j = dy, tch = ts, sh = sy
● We apply these same conventions in Baybayin



ᜇ᜕ᜌᜓᜎᜒᜊᜒ
d-yo-li-bi

jollibee

ᜊ᜕ᜍᜆ᜕ᜊᜓᜍ᜕ᜐ᜕ᜆ᜕
b-ra-t-bu-r-s-t

bratwurst

ᜉᜒᜐ᜕ᜊᜓᜃ᜕
pi-s-bu-k

facebook

Examples: Non-Filipino



ᜑ

Pop-Quiz!



ᜑ

Pop-Quiz!

ha



ᜎᜓ

Pop-Quiz!



lo

ᜎᜓ

Pop-Quiz!



ᜑᜎᜓᜑᜎᜓ

Pop-Quiz!



ᜑᜎᜓᜑᜎᜓ

Pop-Quiz!

halo-halo



ᜂᜄᜆ᜕

Pop-Quiz!



ᜂᜄᜆ᜕

Pop-Quiz!

ugat



Write your name in

ᜊᜌ᜕ᜊᜌᜒᜈ᜕

Your Turn!



DIY Round

ᜁᜆ᜕ᜍᜌ᜕ ᜋᜓ ᜈ!

ᜃᜌ ᜋᜓ ᜌᜈ᜕!!!



ᜋᜍᜋᜒᜅ᜕ ᜐᜎᜋᜆ!
Maraming salamat!

❤


